254:             CONSIDERATIONS ON THE

That the manners of the natives are gra-
dually changing, and their ideas enlarging,

will

ed by the enthusiastic missionary, and the- political wri-
ter. Since finishing this chapter, I have been much
pleased with the view which Colonel MALCOLM has gi-
ven of this subject, in his general reflections attached to
the Political History of India. To the ideas of this wri-
ter, on every point which he has discussed, and on none
more than the present, is the greatest deference due , for
lie possesses every requisite which a long residence in the
country, and an intimate knowledge of its languages af-
ford, for the formation of a correct opinion, " The Go-
vernment and all its Servants," says this writer, 6t have
not'only withheld their aid from the efforts made to con-
vert the natives of India, but have, as far as depended on
their measures and conduct, discouraged it, upon a prin-
ciple no doubt of inspiring confidence, in which they
have succeeded in a degree which cannot be calculated,
and the extent of which may never be discovered, till the
charm is broken by which this great empire is held."

Situated as we are in this country, the question of the
propriety of our suffering ourselves to be impelled by a
religious zeal to interfere with even the most insignifi-
cant prejudices of the natives, although it is one of the

deepest